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SUB J : SEIZED U.S. VESSELS: NEPTUNE INCIDENT 

1. HEARINGS OF THREE CREWMEN BEFORE NAVAL ZONE LEGAL ADVISER 
SALAZAR ARE PROCEEDING IN SALINAS. LARKINS’ STATEMENT TOOK ALL 
MORNING AND TWO BYRDS' SCHEDULED FOR AFTERNOON. ATTORNEY 
ZAPATIER BEING ALLOWED TO PROVIDE LEGAL COUNSEL DURING HEARINGS. 
DEWITT AND STARKIST REP GLIGO ALSO PRESENT. ONCE STATEMENTS 
COMPLETED, PORT CAPTAIN WILL ISSUE VERDICT FROM WHICH THERE IS 

NO APPEAL. ECUADOREAN OFFICIALS ASSURE DEWITT WHOLE MATTER 
WILL BE DECIDED MARCH 7. 

2. NAVY HAS AGREED TO ORDER NEPTUNE TO MANTA WHEN WE WERE 
INFORMED BY NIZETICH TELECON THAT OWNERES WOULD AGREE TO BUYBACK. 
AS CONSEQUENCE OF NIZETICH ASSURANCE FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR BUY- 
BACK, NAVAL ZONE WILL OBTAIN NECESSARY ORDERS AFTERNOON MARCH 7. 
FISH HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR OFFLOADING FOR SOME TIME, AND ALL 
PARTIES ARE CONCERNED THAT THAWING BEYOND MARCH 7 COULD CAUSE 
SPOILAGE. DELAY IN BUYBACK ARRANGEMENTS OR TIME REQUIRED TO 
TRANSIT TO MANTA COULD HAVE THIS RESULT. NIZETICH HAS REQUESTED 
THAT CONSULAR OFFICER ASCERTAIN AND CERTIFY CONDITION OF FISH 
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3. JACQUELINE A OFFLOADING MANTA GOING SMOOTHLY AND AT PRESENT 
RATE COULD FINISH MARCH 8. 

DEWITT 
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